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MARGARET RIVER BUSHFIRES — GOVERNMENT COMPENSATION 

301. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Premier: 

I refer to the Western Australian government assistance scheme that the Premier announced on 23 February 2012 

in which Margaret River residents affected by the November 2011 fires would receive assistance packages of up 

to $190 000.  

(1) Why has no-one yet received that assistance from the Premier’s government? 

(2) What is the reason for the delay? 

(3) Can the Premier advise when they will receive what he promised in February? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

(1)–(3) It is just as it was for the victims of the fire in Toodyay who received ex gratia payments of that order: it 

took some time because there was a mixture of fully insured and partly insured properties. There are 

situations sometimes of tenants in properties that burnt down and their case is about possessions rather 

than the property. There are also permanent residents, and a number of those homes were holiday 

homes. What happens in that situation is that the government commitment is up to a maximum of 

$5 million—not up to a maximum; notionally $5 million was the amount that was put forward. We set 

out in great detail the maximum payment for a property of $190 000, then for sheds, then for 

possessions and the like. That process has been conducted absolutely formally, and people who qualify 

will receive their payments. Much of what goes on in a situation like that is discussion, agreement and 

negotiation between insurers and the state government in offering these payments. Those people will be 

paid. I know some people — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: When? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It will be paid and done properly, and I would expect those payments to start to flow to 

individuals very soon. It did take time in the case of Toodyay and it will take time in the case of Margaret River, 

but is it not a good thing that the state government actually stood there and accepted the circumstances leading 

both to Toodyay and to Margaret River and made notionally $5 million available in each case? It is a great 

relief — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Actions speak louder than words, Premier. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is a great relief to the residents of my friend the member for Vasse’s electorate that 

those funds will flow through. They know, and the insurers know, that that is a payment that they will receive 

from the state government. Each property—about 30 of them—is being dealt with one by one. Interviews have 

been conducted, and that money will flow. The member said that actions speak louder than words—it is a pity 

the member did not do that with the transfer of prisoners! It is a pity that she did not do that, because the 

member’s neglect of her responsibility is one of the most disgraceful things in ministerial performance in this 

state. Had the member acted on clear advice, that tragedy would not have happened.  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I have a supplementary question. 

The SPEAKER: I give the call to the member for Girrawheen. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I have given the call to the member for Girrawheen to ask a 

supplementary question. It is not an opportunity for you to make further interjections. I formally call you to order 

for the first time today. 

 


